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In the Beginning

Prior to 1978heDes Moines areaasserveddy several congregations of the Lordraurch: Hickman
Avenue and West Madison, located at Madison anddBeaea, botbf which employed full timeospel
preachersand alsdhe oldestongregatiotin thecity, located on DeaAvenuewhichdid not employ a
full-time gospel preacher, a®ll as thecongregation locateat 59" Street andUniversity AvenueThe
Southside Churcbf Christlocated atf | Emmaonthesouth side ahecity was begum 1968and was
composeaf members of both Hickman and Whkttdisonandled bymember®f thelowa Campaigns
For Christ teaniThere weralso severabther smaller congregations ofery conservativaeature in the

city.

No church hackverexisted in théN. E. quadrantf the city nor had angvangelistisvork everbeen
attempted here. The Hickman Avenue congregatiadetto try to developwork in thisarea otown.
In 1977-1978, the Hickmarongregation authorized Geotgayfield to traveto Dallas, TX to meet
with theelders othePreston Roadhurchof Christ.He hadlearnedhatthis congregation had an
interest in mission work, and Brother Mayfield wenDallas with proposdbr a 10-yeaprogramof
work. This trip was eventfully deemadsuccess dse Preston Roazbngregation developed enterest
in the ideaof establishinguch avork. In the Spring of 1978, Broth€harledDameror(elder)and Jon
Bailey (preacher studenttinePR School of Preaching) came to Des Moines to witketirea elders,
preachers and memberscohgregations to considiae merits of th@roposal After much discussion,
elders from Southside, West Madison, and the miickmanagreedo theproposalBrother Dameron
returned to Dallato sharghe information with their elders and awaitlecisionArea leaders agreed not
to discouraganyof their memberfom joining this newwork.

Onecritical factin thisprocess ishat G.V.beganwith the support of the thr@engregations, whiclere
involvedin these initiatiscussions.

Support by Preston Road Church
After carefulconsideration the Preston Road brethren detidedd thecost ofthe venture only imore
local leadership would commit to the projecinsure its success. thiis pointGeorgeMayfield called
Paul Hargrequestindhat his family consider makiracommitment tahis new work because théyed
hi thearea to beerved. Paul and Jackiscussethe matteas aamily and,feelingthey couldhotdrive
past asmallstrugglingchurchto attenda strongchurch 1L miles away (Southsidd)jeyagreed to go with
thenewchurch. With that commitment, the Preston Roadhteetmade a 10-year financial commitment
that would begin in the summer of 1978 when Jolearas due to graduate. The fyrsartheyagreed
to pay 100% of the preacher’s salary, withne-tenth reduction in support eatitceedingear witha
total phase-out aftehe 10thyear.Grandviewmetthe challenge andasfully self-supporting in 1@Qears.

OnSunday morning, May 28Paulresigned aan eldeof the Southside Church and begagliminary
work of locatingameetingplaceand talking witithose whavereexpressingnterestin the new work.

Jon Bailey made tap to Des Moines in mid-July to attend an organizatiomegting held aheHarp’s.
Several people who either had made a commitmewtier seriously considering making a commitment
to become a part of the new congregation attemmitecheeting. At this meeting, the name Grand View



Church of Christ was decided upon because, gbdiatt no one had any idea wherefuture building
would be located and the name Grandview Golf Co@sndview Park and Grand View College were
familiar names in the area. Therefore, we setttetzoand View” as the spelling of choice, however,
subsequently the name has gradually become “Gewitgiven though “Grand View” is on the papers
of incorporation. (G.V. is used throughout thisufoent as the abbreviated designation.) It was elgcid
at this meeting that August 6th would be the daténk first meeting of the church. About a weédrla
the group met at the Nelson’s hom&Vest Des Moines for further discussion and planning

G.V. Meets for the First Time
OnSunday morning at 9:@0m,August 6, 1978, the Grand View church of Christ foiethe first time
in the Mid lowa Boy Scouts of America headquareis659 E. Euclid Avenue next to the railroad
tracks just east of 1411 and Euclid. The Scoutédstd drawn up an agreement whereby we would
have access to certain areas of the building tinnes per week in exchange for a “donation” of §a0.
per week and a $200.00 deposit to cover any datimatymight occur. As time passed a bond of trust
developed, and the Scout organization turned gweentire building for our use. The initial
understandinghatwe would be there no more than six months turrteciiiO-year relationship
which we were accorded every consideration beaduke high esteem in which we were held by the
Scouts. An adult class was even held in the Direaffice around his conference table. We werermiv
free access to the Scout Camp near Luther for metrésts.

PaulHarp openethefirst servicewith greetings, andmongother commentthefollowing
statement was made to the congregation assemBleds(B:
“This is a great day for this part of the city. Ylaon't know it, but the finest thing that could
happen to N.E. Des Moines has happened - therglanita true N.T. Church.

-A bit of leaven has been placed here i lgtow and permeate!

-A bit of salt has been sprinkled here - let isseéh

-A light has been turned on helet-it shine!

-A mustard seed has been planted here - let itt grow

-A Pearl of Great Price has been found - sounddbd news!”

After the worship service, “Share-the-Work” formerevdistributed and every member was asked
to pick areas of work for which they felt qualifiadd to begin an active involvemémnbuilding

the Church to be leaven, salt, dtoefirst contribution was $356.00. Of the 32 peopkespnt,
onefamily came from Hickman (Don Reeves, family of four); ®lderly ladies from West
Madison who lived in our area (Annie Shafer and@dRabum), and the rest came from the
Southside Church. Of the 32 present that day there just six who wergtill with G.V. for the

20" Anniversanin August 1998. Todayrank Ingersoll and Don and Nan, who are heraéor
summer, are the only members from that originalgrehichmeton August 6, 1978.

G.V. Hosts Gospel Meeting
In the summer of 1979, G.V. hosted an area-wideaoseetindieldin the GoodrellJ.H. auditorium.
Gordon Fergeson w#sespeaker, antheeventwas well attended dyrethren in the area. During this
first year(summer 1979) GV joined forces with Hickmemd conducted an evangelistic campaign across
the north half of Des Moines. The follow-up resulese very minimal because all the records were not
retained by Jon Bailey when he left town. Jon resign October 31, 1979n anticipation of his
departure, PrestdRoad had beetonsultecand theyassured us of their continued support. Anothet join



campaign with Hickman was conducted in the sumrhé&esl.

Mission Work
Mission work has been a part of Grand View fronmiteption with the $300.00 monthly support for Jim
and LaurdRepparin Cameroon, West Afric&Vhen theimwork ceased, we began an association with
Monte and Beth Cox in Kenya, East Africa, whiclddgor 10 years. The Coxes returned in February
1992 and shortly there after we began supportiegtleeks, a former teammate of the Caxes,
continue the workn Eldoret, Kenya. During this period (1993 and4)38efully fundedthesummer
survey tripgo unchurched tribes iAfrica by Mark Berryman. G.V. helped support Alan WrighSuva,
Fiji, South Pacific until October 1998. At turas commitmenhas been asuchas 20% obur yearly
budget. Other mission efforts have, been suppsiried 1998.

Gary Lambrecht Hired asPreacher
In a few weeksfterJon Bailey left, G.Vhiredits second preacher, Gdrgmbrechta recent graduate
Harding University'preachetraining programiHe was inexperienceouthad unlimited zeal which
generated Bt of activity in the city and state. During his tenune effort wasttemptedo form one
city-wide congregatioby merging thdour congregations in the city by selling their buildirand
purchasing one large building to hoa#leheChristians in the city. Thiwouldthereby cut overheathd
exert a greater impact gmecity dueto the size and taletttatwould becontained hsuch a merger.
Hickman,West Madison and Grand View gave serious attetuithe proposal Southside declined.
Orrin, then an elder at Hickman, reports that 76%ickman membership voted for the merger. The
proposal finally failed primarily for lacf support fromkeyleaders.

Pray Over lowa/Sing Over lowa
Another initiativetakenby “little GV’ wasto introduce a new thingPray Over lowa” (POlheld atogghe
Holiday Inn, 6th Avenue and 1-235. Brethren froouad thestate attended to enjoy food and
fellowship. Jim Waddell spoke. G.V. continued tovide the leadership and financesthas program
for the firstfour years. Subsequent “POI” gatherings were hefdigentureland. After we decidedt
to continuetheprogram, other congregations arotimeistate picked up the baton and took turns hosting
theaffair. It has continued in modified forms annually sincensption.”Sing Over lowa” was a take-
off of this program and hamntinuedor several yearander thdeadership of the Church of Christ
in lowa City.It was during the first yeaf Lambrecht'senure that DoNelson andPaul Harpwvere
appointedasthefirst elders -nodeacons. Atheend of three years Gary Lambreldtt, the
eldership dissolved, artdework continuedvithouta preachefor several months.

G.V. Leadership
Late in 1982 Paul and Jackie met with Orrin andjdgiNearhoof and laidutthe need we had at
GV for additional leadership and invited them tm flmrces with us. On December 5, 1982, Orrin
came over to preach for aad at theend of thanvitation stepped back up amehnounced theyere
placingtheirmembershipvith the Grand View church of Church. The following Redythe
congregation hired Larry Yurk as the third GV plearcand a long niglaf discouragement
vanished with a burst @nthusiasnand renewed zedlarry camen February 1983, and continued
with usuntil October 151991.During these almost nine years several signifit@ngs occurred.
Pauland Orrin were appointed elders in December 198#isabsequently Joe Longfellow drebn
McDaniels as the first deacons.



Building Fund
Becaus®f low overhead anthehighinterestrates duringhe Carter years, GV was able to
accumulate a sizablaiilding fund. Pauhad scouted out the preséhtbbellpropertyback in 1978
as a desirable location for thieurch; however, the price was about $115,000.€kbeutor othe
estatevas abit greedyand held th@rice high and the property remainedtte market fomostof
the 10-year Scout HadixperienceOne fallevening severahonthsbefore we made an offer on the
property, Paul walked to the property around 1@.00. and kneltlownby an old, oldree locatedh
thevicinity of ashed located on thigoperty,andhe prayed ferventlyhat God wouldmake this
propertyavailable taheneeds othe GV Church. Shortly thereafteheprice began to drop because
the executor’s wife died, and he was termingllwith cancerin the springheprice dropped below
$80,000.00yve offered $54,000.0@hichwas accepted, and we began plarsitd. We had
amassed approximately $120,0009Chistime, and building plans begémtakeshape.

LeonMcDaniel,deacon, was givethe responsibilityor developingouilding plans and obtaining
estimatesThecost was very high artleonly affordable direction seemed to beetal building
thatwould have cost $175,000.00 if the members did the fiwistk in thebasement. Leon had
movein 1987 because afjob phase-out and thedders took ovetheproject. We soon learned of a
retired contractor, Harold Ober from Saylorvillgyo met with the elders and assuredhathe
could give us a brick building of equal sizéh afinished basement atcost ofonly $119,000.00,
and themembersvould only do the painting and flodile work. Paul, JackieQrrin andMarjory left
G.V. that next Sunday eveniimgmediatelyafter worship and drove togethertie Saylorville
Baptist Churcho reviewthework Harold Obehaddonein the construction ahis facility. Based
onall these observations and discussi@nsas agreed to preseaanalternative optiorno the
congregation

Thefollowing Wednesday evenirigaulstood before the congregatiamdannouncethatwe had two

bids on the building that would ndve presentefibr aconsensus decisiday thecongregation. He said:
“We can choosan all-metabuilding with us doingall the basement finish work for $175,000.00, or we
canchoosdo build an allbrick building including acompletely finished basement witedoingonly the
paintingand floor tilework for $119,000.00. Alh favor ofthe brickbuilding please stand and sing,
‘PraiseGod From Whom AlBlessings Flow!” A stunned congregation rose asamd sang dkey

had never sung before, and thlding project was enthusiasticalunched.

We quickly obtained a buildinglandeveloped by architects Porter-Brierly and a mgjgiermitdated
September 11,1987. Theildingtook shape and wasadyfor work parties to do the painting and tile
work bythefirst of FebruaryThebuilding wasreadyfor occupancyhelastof March. The building was
complete with pews and other furnishings with @®$g5,000.00 delatt 7%. Approximately $25,000.00
hadbeen raisedhternally to supplemertihe savingsf $120,000.00.

G.V. Moves to Hubbell Avenue
OnWednesdayMarch30, thecongregation meor the last timen the Scout Hallor adevotionaland
instructions on howhe“Exodus”would proceed in caravan format as we took atiwfsupplies and
materialgo the new building. It was decided that Paul Harpld/@adtheway because Headbeen an
original elder.TheNearhoofdockedthe doorsfter the lastnembersleparted androught ugherear.
We proceeded tthepresent building anahet in thebasement where Orrin spdkethe membership
concerningulesfor the new building, etc. After@devotionalye sharedreats We wanted tesave the



auditorium forour first worship servicthattook place on Sunday, April 3, 1988 with a membpish
approximately 500ur planwas to outgrow the new buildingthin five yearsand then addn. Within a
year, ourattendancevas exceeding 100 fairgonsistently. 16%asourrecordin these earlyears, and
occurred the lastight of VBS. The next year was a great yealdadershigxpansionAlan Phipps

was added to the eldersimghe fallof 1989.Three deacons were added in December 1989: Randy
Albers, Tom Dotyand Kimball Matkins. Theongregation wagreatlysaddened by the passing of Alan
due to a sudden heart attaclugust of D91 afterservingonly twoyears.

Additional Space/ New Deacons
Within two short years, we had outgrotiee building and were ready foinaseéwo -the present
auditorium.We hadbuilt upa nicebuilding fundduringthetwo yearsand we launcheafund raiser
within thecongregation that raised about $45,00010 allowedus tocomplete thg@resent addition
with only a $25,00@0 indebtednesthatwaspaidoff within acoupleof years. LarnyYurk resignedn
mid October 1991, leaving usthouta preacheuntil July of 1992\We again experiencddadership
expansiorwith theadditionof four more deacons: Alan Augspurgean Bailey, Don Nelsoand
Richard Potter. At theame timewe completed theew building addition with the members doing the
finish work.

Mike McFarland Hired
Our fourth preacher, Mike McFarlanglashired in July 1992. Thgearsduring which Mikeservedhe
congregation as our preacher can best be desash@dteau years witheattendance remainirigirly
constantln January 1993)on Nelson wasppointed teerve theongregatiormsa third elder. Mike
McFarland's tenure ceased mid-November 1995 watldéyparture faawork in Arizona.

Lyle Asbill Hired/ More Expansion
Lyle Asbill began worlkasour fifth preachem January 1996, and we adagdurth elder (Kimball
Matkins) andbneadditional deacon (BrigBhowen) in January 1996became obviouthatwe were
poisedfor expansion botim numbersnd effectiveness our world withthe renewed enthusiashat
emergedn early 1996thus, in March, theldersannounced plaris expand the current building atad
addmoreparking space#it the time the challenge build wasannounceave had $74,00n the
building expansion fund, and tbengregation respondémithe challenge by donatif§5,000for the
project and by loaning $55,000. The memb&sponseandsupport were encouraging, andbegan
usingthenew classroomis March 1997. Due tthe characteristiG. V. spirit, thdoans from members
were repaicgheadf scheduleand wewere debt-freby December 1998.

In January 1998, we add#tuleenew deacons: Archie CodWlike MazakandRon Melvin.Also in June
1998, Don and Nan Nelson left Grandview to begr ork with theSojourners.

Special Remembrances in 1998
We scheduled 20" Anniversary Celebratiofor August 1998, teoincide with the datef thefirst official
meetingandworship for G.VWith a great deadf congregationahput ancplanningwe hosted a special
weekendf activitiesculminatingin the anniversargctivities. Members prepared a memory bodkOof
years, former members returned for the weekendhergpiritof the weekenavaspositiveandfilled
with sharing ofyjoodmemories of the first 2fears.

A month laterG.V. hosted Pray Over lowa for the first since 1984 rwhiegaveup the optiorio host



this state-wide program. In vievithe fact that brothésaryLambrecht had promoted the concept, we
invited him to speak at this specwthte-wide activityPOlwas once again vewyell attended, and we
plannedandserved theneal withgreatsupport and involvement by teV. family.

As 1998, drew ta closeprother Lyle Ashill informed the elders that he \vasrviewingfor another
preachingppportunity andthis announcemermincidedwith ongoing congregationplanningto enlarge
the leadership &.V.

1999 A Year Of Transitions

As 1998 was drawing to a close, the congregati@invalvedin anelderselection processhich
resulted in theelection of AlarAugspurger and Ron Melvestwo additional elders teerve the
congregation.

Lyle Asbill hadalready announced his intention to accept a nel with the Grapevine church of
Christ, Grapevine, TX, and he would be leaving G1\January 1999.

Immediately aftetheinstallationof the two new elderglan andRon, inJanuary 1999, brother Paul
Harp announced to the eldersthair firstcombined meetindpisintention to resign as an eldertbathe
and Jackie could move to Arkansabe nearer their family. Subsequently, on Wednesidgy of this
same week, he announced to the congregation igisatsn as an elderf theG.V. church of Christ.
BrotherPaulhad served the congregation as an elder on twa fost intheearly 1980s with Don
NelsonandsinceDecember 1984.

The new eldership was faced with the responsilkdyeacher search and also the ongoing plans for
deacon selection, and at the same time, the nevskid was involved ithedevelopment of a new
programtheCentrallowa Mission (CIM)Program as it is notermed.

The CIM Program
In early November 1998, the then elders began distisssitheconcept of a mission effort to central
lowa. This discussioemanatedtfom observations that several congregations wdierisg decline and
lack of local leadership, and G.V. had been approash#tbse congregations to asiigmin some
way. Thisconcept was purposely included in a sermon presbgt®rrin Nearhoof on November 17,
1998.

Thisconceptvas discussedith Brother Lyle Asbill, anctthat timewe hadvestedn him major
leadership for the program. However, as this sageting Bro. Asbill announced his opportunity
for a job interview.

Theelders continued to develop the concept, andyiiaalritten outlinewas preparedndthe elders
approved it. It called for the employment of anviatiial to coordinate the program withe pulpit
minister/evangelist, under the&ectionof the elders.

At this time, wdearned that Brothekrt Wallis, an experienced gospel preacher, wasidering anove
to lowa,and inparticularDes MoinesHe had submittednapplication letteto theEvergreen church of
Christ. We contacted Brother Wallis, dretameto Des Moines and the elders met with Hia
Saturday night before he spoke at Evergreen anttiGfiaw. Asapart ofthe introductiorfor Brother



Wallis, Orrin Nearhoof again reviewed wittecongregation the “domestic mission concept,” and
indicted thaBrother Wallis was interestéualthis opportunity.

Whenit becameapparent that Brother Walligas not interested hi the opportunity at Evergrisen,
eldersthenin place moved to offer him the position underérasnditions: (Quotintheelders’
statement, January 1999)

“1) This is a developing concept and a totally peggram foiGrand View.

2) We had the resources for a one-year commitviéntould initiate this program and not
negatively effect any other program.

3) Theprogram will be evaluated by the congregationtaedlders in the 1month ofthe
program to determine its effectiveness.

4) Brother Walliswas willingto acceptheposition for the one-year term without any assw@anc
or guaranteef continuation beyond that year, pending progranuetiah.”

With those understandingdrotherArt Wallis acceptedhe positionand he began work February
1999, and he began to outline and develop the pbimceoordination with the elders. The first ftithe
working relationships for the CIM were with Knoxgi(Knoxville church of Christ) aritie Evergreen
church of Christ. Since the inception of the progrne CIM has offered a preacher training program,
which has included many men from the G.V. congiegais well as men from other congregations.
Brother Art has offered his sequence of classether locations also, and his wankhis area continues
to the present time.

Since its inceptiorthe CIM hasassisted several congregations in lowa: Knoxwilte Bvergreen were
thefirst as noted above, attien CiIMhasaidedMenlo, Newton, Montezuma on a regulaut periodic
basis;andin additionthe CIM has provided men to speatkothercongregations on a periodic and “fill-
in” basis: Ogden, Blockton, Boone, Cerdarloo, BdBtneet congregatiand theCenterStreet
congregatioim Marshalltown, Mason City, and Osceola.

This program continues to serve the central loea @ery effectively.

Asthe CIMprogram began to develdpgcongregation’s attentidnrned to two majaactivities: the
deacon selection process dmelpreacher search. During this preacher searchidies énvolved a
screening committee to assist in the review ofiegupis Both processes were longer than planned and
involved a great deal of patieredprayer; however, when they were completed, Mikesdditch

Mort, and Joe Longfellow were installed as deagonsng Archie Cook, Dan Bailey, and Mike Mazak)
andJeff Reedvas employed at thaulpit minister.

Also in 1999, we began to support two missionaRessian born, who were trained as gospel preachers
in Russian and who served in Ulyanovsk, Russiaa pfbgram also involved the Lordsurch in
Council Bluffs, lowa.

However, another transition occurred in Septem®@® Wvhen Kimball Matkins resigned asedder in
orderto devote more time tihecare and support of his wife, Debhidio hadbeen diagnosedlith lung
cancer. She eventually died frdnedisease itMarch2000.



UnderJeff'stenure, we experienced a heightened emphasis @acliespecially to the woman’s
prison in Mitchellville, and a lively correspondenarogram was developadd inaddition there

was one opportunity for Jeff, with teapporof a few members from G.\Mq preachthegospelat
Mitchellville oneSundayevening. However, after two yearsiméolvement, the prison Chaplin
finally shut off much of the access for the progrdine tenure of Jeff s work is best
characterized as one of another plateau for G.th leveled attendance. Jeff announced his
plans to return to Rapid City, S.D. in mid-Janu2@93, and his last Lord’s Day with G.V.
was February 5, 2003.

G.V. continues to move forward with its yearly &ittes and outreach as we are involved in
the preacher search. We have completed a good &BBye are poised for a weekend of
remembrances with the 25th Anniversary Celebration.

The Future!
Clearly, God has providentially guided and blesSeandview. The future is bright for Grand
View as we strive to mature in our service to tloed, to one another, to our community, and to
the world. Each member can and must play a sigmficole in determining the future chapters
of the history of this special body of believersv&of your best to the Master and with His
guidance, it shall be so.



